Wiregrass

1. How many plugs should be planted?

4,000 per acre if you want a solid stand in a couple of years.  A minimum of 1,500 per acre on a  6’ x 6’ spacing has resulted in adequate stands.  Others have planted strips of wiregrass that are 10’ to 15’ wide around stands of trees.  This is dependent on what affect the landowner wants and what he can afford to spend.

2. Can seed be planted?

Yes, but supply is very limited.  You should work with an experienced contractor.  There are approximately 800,000 seeds per pound but germination is generally from 50% to 60%.

3. Planting Plugs and Management

Wiregrass plugs seem to do very well if planted in the fall and winter months the same season as pine trees.  The plugs can be planted with a mechanical tree planter, produce plug planter, or hand planted using a tree dibble.

It is very important to get good soil to root ball contact, a plug planter made for containerized seedlings works very well planting wiregrass plugs.  Plug depth is not very critical.  It is  suggested to  plant the root collar even with the ground.

Soil moisture the first few months is very important to seedling survival.  We have witnessed young wiregrass seedlings that appeared to be dead that recovered after a rainfall and do very well.  You will find that wiregrass seedlings are very hardy after they set root.

You can begin to burn the area after the first year and this will suppress competition and encourage growth of the new seedlings.
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